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GENESIS Lesson 42 – 8/25/19 

Joseph sold to Potiphar 

39:1: And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, an officer 

of Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the 

hands of the Ishmeelites, which had brought him down thither. 

39:2: And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; 

and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian. 

39:3: And his master saw that the LORD was with him, and that the 

LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand. 

39:4: And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he 

made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his 

hand.  

39:5: And it came to pass from the time that he had made him 

overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that the LORD blessed 

the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and the blessing of the LORD 

was upon all that he had in the house, and in the field. 

39:6: And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand; and he knew not 

ought he had, save the bread which he did eat.  And Joseph was a 

goodly person, and well favoured.  

39:7: And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife cast 

her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me.  



2 

 

39:8: But he refused, and said unto his master's wife, Behold, my 

master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he hath 

committed all that he hath to my hand; 

39:9: There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept 

back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then 

can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God? 

39:10: And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he 

hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to be with her. 

39:11: And it came to pass about this time, that Joseph went into the 

house to do his business; and there was none of the men of the house 

there within. 

39:12: And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and he 

left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out. 

39:13: And it came to pass, when she saw that he had left his garment 

in her hand, and was fled forth, 

39:14: That she called unto the men of her house, and spake unto 

them, saying, See, he hath brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock us; 

he came in unto me to lie with me, and I cried with a loud voice: 

39:15: And it came to pass, when he heard that I lifted up my voice 

and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled, and got him out. 

39:16: And she laid up his garment by her, until his lord came home. 
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39:17: And she spake unto him according to these words, saying, The 

Hebrew servant, which thou hast brought unto us, came in unto me to 

mock me: 

39:18: And it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, that he 

left his garment with me, and fled out. 

39:19: And it came to pass, when his master heard the words of his 

wife, which she spake unto him, saying, After this manner did thy 

servant to me; that his wrath was kindled. 

39:20: And Joseph's master took him, and put him into the prison, a 

place where the king's prisoners were bound: and he was there in the 

prison. 

39:21: But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and 

gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 

This story sounds like a modern soap opera. Joseph has been resold, 

this time by the Ishmaelites to Potiphar, a high ranking officer in 

Pharaoh’s government. Joseph makes it to the top only to be hit-on by 

the lady of the house. Blamed for impropriety Joseph is thrown in 

prison. Think of the tabloids: Hebrew Slave Attacks Lady Potiphar! 

Think of what Joseph has been through: hated by his brothers, dreams 

that made him look conceited, his precious coat ripped from off him, 

thrown into a pit, sold to slave traders, and now sold to an Egyptian 

officer only to wind up in jail for something he didn’t do. Not any jail! 

Pharaoh’s jail! 

But we are told: “And the LORD was with Joseph…” 
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This is a testimony of God’s faithfulness. He may not always calm the 

storm, but He will get into the ship with us. 

We often complain to God when He put us in a terrible or difficult 

place—sometimes it is not God, but our own stupidity. But it is God’s 

will that we trust Him to bless us and make us successful in our 

particular circumstance; but success is always measured by God. 

Not only was the Lord with Joseph, He made him prosper; the Gentiles 

envy the Jews because God has blessed them materially. 

According to Forbes there are 2,153 billionaires in the world and of 

these 165 are Jews! That’s 7.6% while Jews only make up 0.2% of the 

world population. 

Spurgeon says this about Joseph: “Externally it did not always appear 

that God was with him, for he did not always seem to be a prosperous 

man; but when you come to look into the inmost soul of this servant of 

God, you see his true likeness—he lived in communion with the Most 

High, and God blessed him.” 

Not only did God bless Joseph, he blessed Potiphar for Joseph’s sake. 

And later we find out that God blessed Pharaoh—He blessed Egypt. And 

Egypt makes it to top three nations in the world during the millennium! 

Isa. 19:24: In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with 

Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land: 

Joseph’s life 

Two weeks ago we looked at the similarities between Joseph and Jesus. 

This week we are going to look at Joseph’s life. 
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Joseph’s life can be broken down into 5 periods. So to summarize: 

1. The Prized Son 

2. The Pit 

3. Potiphar’s house 

4. Prison 

5. The Palace 

In chapter 39 we find Joseph first in Potiphar’s house and at the end of 

the chapter we find him in prison. 

One attribute we should admire about Joseph is that Joseph remained 

true to God in each place he was in despite his circumstances. Though 

stripped of his coat he wasn’t stripped of his character. 

Joseph went from riches to rags and then to back to riches. He went 

from the prized son to the afflicted prisoner and then became the lord 

of the land. 

At the age of 17 he was ripped from his family and sold into slavery. In 

Potiphar’s house, despite his dedicated service he was accused of 

wrong-doing. But if you look at it from Josephs perspective; he fled 

temptation. 

The bible commands us to flee certain things. 

Gen. 39:12: And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: 

and he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out. 

One preacher called these, “The Four Flees in the Bible” 
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1 Cor. 6:18: Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the 

body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own body. 

1 Cor. 10:14: Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry. 

1 Tim. 6:11: But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after 

righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 

2 Tim. 2:22: Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, 

charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

When Potiphar’s wife had eyes for Joseph and kept pressing the young 

man day in and day out, Joseph resisted. He said, “How then can I do 

this great wickedness, and sin against God?” 

The woman had good reason to eye Joseph; he was tall, dark and 

handsome. Gen. 39:6: “…And Joseph was a goodly person, and well 

favoured.” Don’t forget he was her property. The Bible only calls two 

other men handsome: David (1 Sam. 16:12) and Absalom (2 Sam. 

14:25). Moses was said to be a beautiful child (Ex. 2:2). 

No one was watching, Joseph was alone, no other believers were 

around him, he was away from home—who would have known? 

And what was his reward for being a man of integrity? The woman lied 

about Joseph and he was thrown in prison for being accused of 

something he never did. How would you react if something like that 

happened to you? If someone lied about you or your intentions? Would 

you get bitter? 
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Joseph didn’t. Not once did Joseph blame God for what had happened 

to him. There is nothing bad said about Joseph in the Bible. 

While in prison listen to what he tells the butler: 

Gen. 40:15: For indeed I was stolen away out of the land of the 

Hebrews: and here also have I done nothing that they should put me 

into the dungeon. 

In fact, let’s read what Joseph later told his brothers. 

Gen. 50:20: But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it 

unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. 

Joseph recognized the hand of God in his life. But it was not only one 

sided. Joseph was a hard worker. God cannot bless a man who doesn’t 

work. You cannot sit on your couch all day long and expect the blessing 

of God to fall on your lap. When Joseph arrived in Egypt, he was at a 

great disadvantage; he did not know the language, culture, customs, or 

the way the Egyptians did business. 

Gen. 39:4: And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and 

he made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into 

his hand.  

Gen. 39:6: And he left all that he had in Joseph’s hand… 

Martin Luther said this about Joseph, ““Accordingly, Joseph was not 

only good and chaste, and not only diligently poured out prayers to God 

for his master, for the king, and for the whole land of Egypt, but he was 

also a most vigilant overseer and manager of the domestic tasks.” 
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Not only was Joseph a hard worker, but he had a good testimony. 

Gen. 39:3: And his master saw that the LORD was with him, and that the 

LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand. 

But now Joseph once again is in a pit. But Potiphar could have put 

Joseph to death but he didn’t; Joseph was simply a slave. One 

commentator said, “We can see the mercy in this, because if Potiphar 

had believed his wife, he certainly would have put Joseph to death.” 

I wonder if Mrs. Potiphar had a habit of throwing herself unto the male 

slaves. And I wonder if Potiphar had a sneaky suspicion regarding his 

wife’s tendencies. 

Joseph in prison 

39:22: And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all 

the prisoners that were in the prison; and whatsoever they did there, 

he was the doer of it. 

39:23: The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that was 

under his hand; because the LORD was with him, and that which he 

did, the LORD made it to prosper. 

And while in prison we see a pattern that was the hallmark of Joseph’s 

life. Whatever he did he did it with best effort. 

Col. 3:22: Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the 

flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, 

fearing God: 
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Col. 3:23: And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not 

unto men; 

What would the workplaces across America be if workers followed 

these biblical guidelines for service? 

How much more prosperous would we be if did our jobs heartily as 

unto the Lord? Eyeservice is working only when your boss is looking. 

Once again, Joseph rises to the top. He was a prisoner, but he was put 

in charge over all the prisoners. The jail keeper basically gave Joseph 

the keys and said, “Here, you run the place, while I go play a round of 

golf.” 

And whatever happened in the prison, it because Joseph did it. 

Do you see what God was doing in Joseph’s life? He was preparing 

Joseph to run the strongest empire in the world of his day. Do you see 

that? 

People trust proper management. Successful companies manage their 

people and resources efficiently. Mismanagement kills companies. God 

was honing the administrative skills Joseph would one day need to save 

his family and to save the whole world. God could have stopped the 

famine but He didn’t, He had other things in mind. The Bible speaks of 

God’s determinate counsel (Acts 2:23), that is a purpose determined 

through the wisdom of God. 

And again in prison, the Lord blessed Joseph: “…and that which he did, 

the LORD made it to prosper.” 
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Spurgeon said, “The Lord was with Joseph none the less when he was 

cast into the prison. He knew God was with him in prison, and therefore 

he did not sit down sullenly in his sorrow, but he bestirred himself to 

make the best of his afflicted condition.” 


